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Town of Wellesley 
Wetlands Protection Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2015 

Approved 5/14/2015 
 

Meeting Location: NRC Office, Lower Level, Town Hall 
 525 Washington Street 
 Wellesley, MA 02482 
 
Present: Members Robert Collins (Chair), Richard Howell, Carl Sciple, J.S. Waugh, and 

Wellesley Wetlands Administrator Pam Helinek 
 
Guests:   Pete Jones, Neal Glick, Mary Beth Grimm, Mike Grady, Pete Jackson, Dave Hickey, Jan 

and Paul Wright, Steve Lin, Renee McDonough, Paul Bibbo, Diane Simonelli 
 

 
6:30 pm Public Voice 
 
There was no one present for public voice. 
 
Administrative Business 
 

• Introductions: Candidates for New Committee Member – Candidates for the open board member 
position and two associate member positions included P. Jones, N. Glick, M. Grimm, and M. 
Grady. R. Collins gave an overview of the committee and current members introduced 
themselves. Candidates introduced themselves, and there was a brief question-and-answer period.  

 
Public Hearings – New and Continued* 
 
7:10 pm Fuller Brook Project – Amendment to Order of Conditions (OOC), MassDEP # 324-0708 
 
Supporting documents include 

• Letter, RE: Request for Amendment to Order of Conditions, dated 12/23/15, signed by Dave 
Hickey, Town of Wellesley Engineer 

• Plan: “Site Preparation Plan,” prepared by BETA Inc., scale 1” = 20’, dated 12/27/13, stamped 
received by the NRC 12/24/15 

 
 
P. Jackson and D. Hickey were present. 
 
R. Collins opened the hearing on the proposed Amendment to the OOC. 
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A number of the trees proposed for removal were not identified in the 2010 survey since the survey 
identified trees six inches and over at that time. Trees that could sustain damage to their root systems 
during construction are also proposed for removal; the trees could become hazardous as a result of the 
damage. 
 
P. Jackson characterized the 104 trees proposed for removal. Eighty percent of the trees proposed for 
removal are Norway maples. The trees include 18 that were small-sized trees at the time of the survey, 31 
surveyed trees now identified as six-inch trees; 21 trees necessary for stream and bank construction, three 
trees that are dead, one tree that lost a major leader in a recent storm, four shrubs previously identified as 
trees that interfere with construction, four trees over the 12-inch diameter, and 22 trees in the eight- to 
twelve-inch range.  A number of trees are on bridge or culvert embankments. The DPW will commit to 
planting 50 trees as mitigation, probably one and a half- to two-inch and two- to three-inch red maples. 
The trees will be concentrated in the areas where the trees were removed. Red maples are relatively fast 
growing and are native to wetland areas.  
 
The project is also requesting relief from the time-of-year restrictions. The contractor had a late start due 
to winter storms. The work would be upstream of State Street pond and should not affect spawning.  
 
The Wellesley Wetlands Protection Committee (WPC) will draft the amended OOC and a letter granting 
relief from the time-of-year restrictions will be issued with the requirement that the bypass is completed 
before spawning begins and that the WPC is notified of any issues or changes. 

 
7:15 pm  21 Seaver Street, Request for Plan Change, MassDEP # 324-0594 
 
J. Wright and P. Wright were present. 
 
The retaining wall was in the original plan, but was removed. It is being added back due to the slope and 
should improve erosion. Additional plantings in the rear garden are proposed; the plantings are within the 
Buffer Zone (BZ). C. Vlass has reviewed the planting plan; some of the plantings are native East Coast 
rather than native New England. The bittersweet was removed. 
 
C. Sciple made and R. Howell seconded a motion to approve the modifications as a minor plan 
change; the WPC voted 4-0 to approve the minor change. 
 
7:46 pm 100 Dearborn Street, MassDEP # 324-0712 
 
S. Lin, the Property Owner, was present. 
 
Mitigation for changes to the approved plan include three gardens. The WPC requested more information 
on classes of plants that would be used.  
 
S. Lin submitted a letter and invoice from the contractor to confirm the installation of the drywell. 
 
Estimation of the pavement: the extension of the Echo Road added approx. 200 sq. ft. and the paver 
concrete walkway added 622 sq. ft. of additional impervious. 
 
There will be a site visit. The Abutters will need to be renotified. The WPC requested figures for the 
amount of impervious the rain gardens would mitigate. 
 
8:00 pm 265 Grove Street – Continued Notice of Intent (NOI), MassDEP # 324-0775 
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The draft OOC for a proposal to demolish existing and construct new house and driveway, and re-
naturalize No-Disturb-Zone was reviewed. 
 
R. Howell made and C. Sciple seconded a motion to close and issue; the WPC voted 4-0 to close and 
issue. 
 
8:07 PM 33 Upson Road – Continued NOI, MassDEP # 324-0773 
 
R. McDonough was present. 
 
Post-construction Conditions 29, 30 and 31 and Conditions in Perpetuity 40 and 41 are special conditions 
for this project. 
 
The WPC requested a redraft of the final plan that includes moving the erosion barrier since no work is 
being done in the degraded area. 
 
J.S. Waugh made and C. Sciple seconded a motion to close and issue contingent upon receiving the 
final plan; the WPC voted 4-0 to close and issue. 
 
8:20 PM 57 Parker Road – Continued NOI, MassDEP # 324-0771 
 
D. Simonelli, Field Resources, Inc., and P. Bibbo, the Property Owner, were present. 
 
Changes in the planting plan include saving tree #1 and a planting area has been added to the back, which 
includes 30 plantings from the list provided with the original application. Two trees have been added on 
the back line. The plan includes 30 hardscape plantings, 80 plantings in the rain garden, and four trees 
beyond the existing fence. The rain garden plants are native New England plants. Trees 2,3 4, 6, and 10 
are dead or considered hazardous. 
 
The pool and deck are still within the Inner Riparian.  
 
The proposed patio is pervious paver with a fire pit. 
 
There will be a special condition in perpetuity to leave the area northwest of the pool and rain garden as 
naturalized area. 
 
There will be a special condition for infiltrating the pool water through the lawn or removing it by truck. 

 
8:40 PM 19 Sunnyside Ave – Continued NOI, MassDEP # 324-0770  
 
Standard conditions apply. 
 
J.S. Waugh made and C. Sciple seconded a motion to close and issue; the WPC voted 4-0 to close 
and issue. 
 
Administrative Business (Continued) 
 

• Discussion: Bylaw Regulations – A review meeting with J. Rockwood is scheduled for Tuesday, 
3/17. 

• 7 Hampden Street, Request for Extension MassDEP # 324-518 – R. Howell made and C. Sciple 
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seconded a motion to extend the permit; the WPC voted 4-0 to extend the permit. 
• Update: John Rockwood Invoices – The invoice for the work on Fuller Brook last May has been 

paid.  
• Discussion: National Grid Gas Main Relay Project – The project is exempt as a utility. The work 

will take place on Marvin Road and Walnut Street. The WPC will send a letter requesting they 
use a silt sac instead of hay bales. 

• Town Vegetation Management Plan –hand pulling and hand spraying will be used to remove 
invasives. The WPC will review.  

 
9:07 PM Wellesley College Boat House – MassDEP # 324-0750 (Continued) 
 
The boat shelter has been moved. There was a possibility that three trees might need to be removed, but 
the plan was adjusted to avoid that. One tree is at risk for root damage. 
 
9:12 pm  53 Windsor Ave – Violation 
 
One tree was removed on the bank of the stream. The WPC will ask C. Vlass to review the planting plan. 
 
Adjournment 
 
C. Sciple made and R. Howell seconded a motion to adjourn the meeting; the WPC voted 4-0 to 
adjourn. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marion Heller 
WPC Administrative Assistant 


